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endeavours by procuring his son-in-law, the Great Duke,
to be elected King of the Romans, in his own lifetime,
perhaps the difficulties they now labour under would
never have had a being."

When Charles considered the future, he tended to
forget that his own health was none too good. His
own condition was considered serious by his physicians ;
his gout was very bad. It was painful for him to go
hunting, but he refused to give it up. In October 1740
he went as usual to his hunting lodge. On October n
he was taken violently ill with mushroom poisoning.
His wife was constantly by his bedside, but Maria
Theresa, who was expecting another child within six
months, was not allowed to see him often. The nervous
strain she had suffered since her return from Tuscany
had made itself felt. She spent most of the time in bed.

Charles died on October 20, 1740, and as Voltaire
cynically remarked, ct a pot of mushrooms changed the
history of Europe." It is a tragic fact that this man,
who had sacrificed the prestige of his country to the
Pragmatic Sanction, whose dominating wish throughout
his life had been for sons, and later for grandsons,
should have died without knowing that the child his
daughter was then bearing was a son, and that, though
mixed with the Lorraine inheritance, the line of the
Habsburgs was not extinct. Maria Theresa's first son,
Joseph, was born on March 13,1741.